
Lit. Elem.: Language 
Term Definition  Example 

Diction the manner in which we 

express words 

Word choice 

What you say and how you 

say it. 

Style the distinctive way in 

which an author uses 

language 

refers to the to a specific 

author's methods of using 

tone, word choice, sentence 

structure, and voice in the 

text. 

Denotation dictionary meaning of a 

word, independent of 

other associations that 

the word may have 

“You are a dog.”  

As in, you are literally a 

fuzzy, four-legged canine. 

Connotation set of ideas and emotions 

associated with a word in 

addition to its exact 

meaning 

“You are a dog.”  

As in, you are a terrible, 

terrible person. 

Tone The speaker's or 

narrator's attitude 

towards the subject. 

 

*Spoken or written* 

“My buddies forced me to 

go on the date.”  

We could assume that the 

individual didn’t really 

enjoy the date. 

Mood The general feeling or 

atmosphere that a piece 

of writing creates within 

the reader.   

*felt* 

A depressing, somber mood 

is created in Bronte's 

Wuthering Heights: 

“There was no moon, and 

everything beneath lay in 

misty darkness: not a light 

gleamed from any house…” 
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